
The Harrington Park School administration is committed to a green and sustainable future.  
H P School Home and School Association president Theresa Hazelton (2011- 2013) provided this 
list and description of some of the Sustainable and Green activities and events that the HSA 
supported in 2011-2012. HSA officers meet regularly with Superintendent Dr Adam Fried and 
School Principal Ms. Jessica Nitzberg.  
 
The HSA arranges for vendors to provide lunches for the students (for purchase) Non recyclable 
items are strongly discouraged and the lunch room aides and teacher s supervise the students 
with waste disposal.  A lunchroom waste audit took place on Sept 20, 2011. The results of this 
“pizza lunch audit”, showed, 90% of the ~80 pounds of trash generated could have been 
recycled or composted. This prompted an increased focus on recycling during the school lunch 
periods >> As a result of this audit, education of staff and students has resulted in an increased 
focus on recycling during the school lunch periods. A comprehensive school waste audit is 
planned for this fall 

Two Walk or Bike to School Days were held, on Oct 7, 2011 and on April 18, 2012. Participation 
was not measured, but the school crossing guards noted that there were significantly more 
students and families walking on these (as it turned out beautiful) days. 

 



The school discourages the use of disposable bottles; bottles with the school logo are available 
for purchase. (At the beginning of 2012-2013 school year every student in K-5 will be getting a 
reusable BPA free plastic bottle)   

A new stainless steel water station (located by the All Purpose Room PR) was installed. This is a 
water fountain and water station combined. The new station has a counter on it that keeps 
track of the number of plastic bottles eliminated from the waste stream by its use > the 
students are fascinated to see their contribution t o the environment!  

(The count was at 765 on 4/18/12). 

 

This is an older double station water fountain 



April 2012 was celebrated as “Earth Month” (Earth Day was Sunday April 22) 

The 4th Grade celebrated the start of spring by planting flowers on the school grounds. 

Senior Share Day on Thurs April 5th was a great success. The theme this year was “Generation 
Green”. ~ 300 older relatives and friends visited the school, had breakfast in the gym, and 
visited classrooms.  As they did in 2011, the HSA promoted a “green” theme and depleted left 
over supplies. Children’s artwork was used for table centerpieces. Old printer paper was used 
for table coverings and was later recycled.  The students recited an earth related poem, sang 
earth related songs, and earth related activity materials were used at the classroom visits. 

In addition to classroom activities to inform HP students about the environment, a great 
program called the “Veggie Man and his Veggie Van” visited the school.  The Veggie Van was 
the first vehicle to cross the United States on biodiesel. It still goes 70 mph and has now driven 
over 50,000 miles on biodiesel fuel made from used vegetable oil. The Veggie Van is a three 
ton, biodiesel-powered motor home that gets 25 miles per gallon on recycled vegetable oil-
based biodiesel fuel. The students were able to go inside the van, which has been modified with 
surround video about the environment and ecosystems. 

Wed April 18th was the second Bike/Walk to School Day. This turned out to be a beautiful and 
seasonally cool day (after all the heat) and many children did walk or bike. The HSA also 
sponsored a charity Walk A Thon on the back field on April 18th, with the proceeds to be 
donated to two local families. The event involved much laughter and upbeat music.  

 

Thurs April 19th was GARBAGE FREE LUNCH DAY! The lunch period that generated the least 
amount of trash “won” an extra recess period. 
Sunday April 22nd was EARTH DAY 
Friday April 27th was ARBOR DAY, celebrated by education, poems and a tree planting. 
 



The HSA supports the Green Club and the Garden Club.  
With some overlap in membership, ~ 120 students (1 in 5) are involved in these two clubs, 
grades 3- 8. The Garden Club members compost and use water barrels (new in 2012) to 
conserve (and reuse) water. The garden is thriving and the courtyard where the garden is 
located is undergoing improvements to become a focal point for the school. It is used as an 
outdoor classroom and the 8th grade students (only) have the privilege of crossing it to get to 
their classes after lunch.  

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Finally- recycling is a priority at HP School and the HSA is working with the administration on 
ways to increase recycling rates. The HSA has funded the purchase of recycling containers that 
are located in the school. The town Green Team coordinated the purchase of the outdoor 
recycling containers. The Green Club Students participate in emptying the recycling containers. 
 
 

 

 



 

A view from the front doors of the school, looking out 

 

 

Photos taken by Hp Green Team Chair Mary Ann Schran 


